[image: image1.jpg]AV oV aN
N\
AV ANV AN

San Luis Obispo County

VISITORS & CONFERENCE BUREAU





N E W S � R E L E A S E

Winter 2008/2009
What’s New in San Luis Obispo County

What’s New in San Luis Obispo County is a quarterly release, produced by the San Luis Obispo County Visitors & Conference Bureau, which lists new cultural, culinary and eco-geo tourism news along with other new tourism developments in San Luis Obispo County.  For more detailed visitor information about San Luis Obispo County, visit www.SanLuisObispoCounty.com.

Cultural Tourism
On November 29th, 2008 the town of Edna will be celebrating the 100th birthday of the Old Edna building as well as the house (B&B) behind her. As the story goes there are several different versions of who Edna may have been.  As part of the celebration local artists will render what they think she may have looked like.  These paintings will be unveiled at the celebration and sold in a silent auction.  Proceeds will go to the artists, the SLO Historical society and to the town site for maintenance.  Until now all of these efforts have been funded privately and of course by their wonderful customers who come for lunch, spend time in the B&B, and buy antiques and art in the new upstairs gallery Zoey’s Antiques.  For more information visit www.oldedna.com.  Press Contact: Pattea Torrence, 805-544-8062, suiteedna@earthlink.net. 
Culinary Tourism

Celebrate Restaurant Month ~ January 2009 in San Luis Obispo County.  San Luis Obispo County showcases the best in dining at an affordable price in January 2009 as the 2nd Annual Restaurant Month is celebrated countywide.  For thirty days (January 2-31, 2009), participating restaurants will be featuring three-course prix fixe menus for only $30, plus tax, per person.  Meals can be paired with award-winning wines from the wine country of Paso Robles and San Luis Obispo for an additional price.  Almost 40 restaurants are participating in San Luis Obispo County’s Restaurant Month in 2009 including popular dining spots such as McPhee’s Grill in Avila Beach & Templeton, Black Cat Bistro in Cambria, Windows on the Water in Morro Bay, Artisan in Paso Robles, Steamers of Pismo, Café Roma in San Luis Obispo and Lido in Shell Beach.  New in 2009 will be a Restaurant Month Wine Passport available to diners at participating restaurants that will highlight special offers at area wineries.  For more information call the San Luis Obispo County Visitors & Conference Bureau at 800-634-1414 or visit www.SanLuisObispoCounty.com.  Press contact: Sarah Gomez, 805-541-8000, SarahG@SanLuisObispoCounty.com. 
Dunning Vineyards invites you to take a vacation with education!  Dunning Vineyards Estate Winery provides a new way to learn and experience wine through their “Wine and Vineyard” educational packages.  The program provides a rare opportunity to see behind the scenes of a working winery and vineyard.  You will experience a “hands on” educational tour that is both in-depth, fun and challenging.  The educational package invites the guests to their 40 acre property for an up close and personal behind the scenes look at the vineyard & winery operations and techniques essential for producing their world class wines.  The cost is $50.00 per person with a 2 person minimum for the 2 hour program and group discounts are available.  For more information visit www.dunningvineyards.com.  Press contact: Robert Dunning, 805-238-4763, info@dunningwines.com. 

Eberle Winery will be celebrating its 30th year in business in 2009!  Gary Eberle created the Paso Robles appellation and was the 4th winery in Paso Robles—the first to distribute on a national and international basis.  Now there are nearly 200 wineries in Paso Robles alone.  Eberle Winery’s first wines were created in 1979.  Press contact: Marcy Eberle Public Relations Director, 1-805-238-9607, marcy@eberlewinery.com. 
New Tasting Room at Lions Peak Wine Boutique. Lions Peak Wine Company located in Cambria is now offering wine tastings daily from 11am-6pm! Extended hours on Friday and Saturday nights as well as during the holidays. LIVE MUSIC on Friday nights from 5:30-9pm, along with appetizers! Come join us for wine tastings, wine by the glass or bottle and a wonderful selection of 'hand picked' International and Local wines. Also featuring Dessert and Sweet wines! For more information visit www.lionspeakwine.com.  Press Contact Carrie Herzog, 805.927.1450.

Reserve Events announces “Bud Break on the Central Coast” Wine County Experience!  This three day and two night central coast wine country experience will be offered April 24 – 26, 2009.  An interesting, interactive and informative Central Coast wine experience where you will meet the heart and soul of personalities shaping the terrain of the Central Coast.  Three days and two nights of winery dinners, vineyard tours, informative tastings and a chance to EXPERIENCE wine country from the prospective of a producer.  The cost is $480.00 per person with special group hotel rates available through the Courtyard Marriott in Paso Robles.  For more information visit www.reserveevents.com.  Press Contact Kris Penick, 805-237-0400, kris@reserveevents.com. 
Eco-Geo Tourism
Amgen Tour of California selects new host city Paso Robles, CA for 2009!  Paso Robles officials and residents are thrilled that the city has been chosen as one of the new host cities.  In order to bring the race to Paso Robles a public/private partnership has been formed.  Sponsors currently on the board are Hearst Ranch Beef, Paso Robles Wine Country Alliance, Paso Robles Event Center and the Wellness Community.  The 2009 race will include stops in 16 host cities over the course of nine days from February 14-22.  Traveling almost the entire length of California, the race will begin in Sacramento and end in San Diego County (also a new edition to the race) with a finish in Escondido, CA.  For more information visit www.amgentourofcalifornia.com.  Press contacts:  Chris Taranto, (805) 712-5445, ctaranto@pasowine.com or Shonna Howenstine, (805) 227-7236, showenstine@prcity.com.
Central Coast Outdoors (CCO) Offers New Wildlife Tours!  CCO will offer a new Hiking: Winter Wildlife Tour for Winter 2008 that begins with viewing the elephant seal colony north of San Simeon then breaks for lunch at Harmony Cellars Winery in the town of Harmony.  The Hiking Tour continues to the Estero Bluffs north of Cayucos and stops in Morro Bay for a walk along the water.  The easy 6 hour hike is approximately 4-5 miles, includes transportation, snacks, water & gourmet picnic lunch at a cost of $129 per person for 2 people and discounts are offered for groups from 3-5 people.  For more information on this hiking tour visit www.centralcoastoutdoors.com.  

Central Coast Outdoors is also proud to announce that the Morro Bay Winter Bird Festival will be using CCO guides and kayaks to provide kayak bird watching tours for the upcoming festival January 16-19, 2009.  The Morro Bay Winter Bird Festival is a wonderful opportunity to explore the fabulous diversity of birds in San Luis Obispo County. Morro Bay is frequently one of the most species diverse places in the country during winter bird counts. For more information, visit www.morrobaybirdfestival.org.  Press contact: John Flaherty, 805-528-1080 or 888-873-5610, john@centralcoastoutdoors.com.  
River Oaks Golf Course Receives Beginner Friendly Certification from the National Golf Course Owners Association!  Beginner Friendly Certification (BFC) was established to locate courses that welcome new players and can be identified as Beginner Friendly to golfers.  River Oaks Golf Course has long been committed to ensuring that new golfers have a great experience at the course.  They received BFC specifically for their “Player Development” course design, Kermit King Elementary School P.E. golf program, and The First Tee Central Coast youth golf and life skills affiliation.  For more information visit www.RiverOaksGolfCourse.com.  Press contact. Pam Lyon, 805-238-1031, Pam@EstrellaAssociates.com. 
New Tourism Business

New Destination Management Company in Paso Robles.  Destination Paso Robles (DPR) works to ensure that your business meeting, incentive trip or leisure vacation will be an unforgettable experience. Travel through the golden oak covered hillsides blended with vineyards and tasting rooms and wind up in historic downtown Paso Robles. As a rising new destination, Paso Robles has responded with a host of new B & B inns and hotels, state of the art meeting rooms, large winery tasting rooms and a myriad of unique activities. The staff at DPR are the locals that design an itinerary that compliments the needs of every group to ensure a memorable experience. For more information visit www.destinationpasorobles.com.  Press contact: Wendy McBane & Deborah Persinger, 805-237-2295, info@destinationpasorobles.com. 
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